
Supporting our students is a priority at Palliser Regional Schools.  All staff work diligently 

to ensure that òwhatõs best for kidsó is what happens in our classrooms, hallways, 

gymnasiums and aboard our buses. Our planning delivery and assessment practices all 

serve to sharpen our focus and give children the best education possible in each school 

in our division. 

That passion for supporting learning is what drives our Board of Trustees, our hiring of 

excellent personnel and all things that our Central Office leaders do to support schools.   

The Central Office Leadership Team enjoyed the opportunity to make and serve 

breakfast for the Champion School staff; it was another great opportunity to be in our 

schools and interact with staffs before they began their workday.  

Focusing on learning projects deepens studentsõ learning experiences and enriches their understanding of our 

world.  It takes a lot of work and planning to align curriculum outcomes with activities, but the reward lasts with 

children long after the school year ends.  Our excellent teachers have created many learning opportunities that 

bring Albertaõs curriculum to life in the hands and minds of our students. 

Kevin Gietz, Superintendent of Schools 
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MASTERõS Academy & college 

celebrates  s tuden t  l earn ing   

w i th  expo  

are more motivated and 

have a higher degree of 

ownership over their 

learning,ó 

Expo is a celebration of 

learning that takes place at 

Masterõs Academy and 

College each year and 

focuses on student learning 

through their own projects.  

It is combined with high 

expectations in the areas of 

art, dance and debate, along 

with design -based learning 

in other core subjects. 

For more information about 
Masterõs Academy and 
College and Expo 2009, 
contact Byron Thiessen, Vice 
Principal. 

Students at Masterõs 

A ca de my  &  Co l l e ge 

celebrated their learning 

with an Expo of learning 

early this spring.  The theme 

of the event was òSurvivor ð 

Planet Earth.ó  During the 

Expo, students considered 

the issue of global warming 

from a variety of medias and 

points of view. 

òOur teachers tied this theme 

to each of the subject areas,ó 

said Byron Thiessen, Vice 

Principal of Masterõs 

Academy and College in 

Calgary.  òIn Language Arts, 

students were able to 

develop their debating skills 

under the guidance of 

Steven Lloyd (language arts 

teacher) and Dr. Gord 

Hamilton  (academic advisor) 

to learn more about global 

warming and its impact on 

our planet.  Students found 

out that itõs not a black-and-

white issue.ó 

Students in Grade 2 used the 

survivor theme to create 

their own drinks and make 

predictions about the 

benefits of the liquids by 

learning about their scientific 

properties.  One studentõs 

project concluded that 

l i qu ids  tha t  con ta in 

antioxidants may help in the 

fight against cancer. 

Royce Wil l iams, Lena 

P u m b e r ,  R a c h e l l e 

Prudõhomme and Hope 

Serate (arts teachers) used 

the arts to showcase the 

Survivor ð Planet Earth 

theme through the building 

of sculptures, the creation of 

environments, and collective 

dance projects that featured 

student-authored music and 

dance. 

òItõs more about the kids.  

The students have high 

ownership over the process, 

the content, and the 

application of their learning 

about global warming to 

their lives,ó remarked Byron.  

Teachers and students used 

a design-based learning 

approach to promote Expo.  

òThe result is that students 
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Palliser Regional Schools has a new face in Senior Administration.  With Dale 

Backlinõs appointment to the role of Associate Superintendent (Alternative Programs 

& Technology), he brings 33 years of teaching experience to the Palliser senior 

administration team. Dale will assume his new position on August 1, 2009 and be 

based in Calgary. He currently holds the position of Principal at Glenmore Christian 

Academy, a position he has filled for the past 28 years.  Under his leadership, 

Glenmore Christian Academy expanded  from 60 children in 1981 to 626 in 2009.  

Dale brings to his new role a strong technology background, 

including a B.Sc. In Computer Science,  a minor in Math and a Master of Arts in Leadership. He will lead the Palliser 

Technology Department, which is well respected as a leader throughout the province and beyond.  

òI believe students and teachers should learn together,ó said Dale. òEvery child has value as one of Godõs creations.ò   

Dale brings with him a strong focus on excellence, noting òschoolõs primary focus should be on student learningéand 

technology is a tool to assist in that focus.ó When asked to name a source of pride, Dale replied, òIõm proud of my staff 

members who are hard working, compassionate and deeply committed to students.ó  Heõs also very proud of the arts 

focus of his school, as education in art, music and drama has given his students an added dimension, ò. . . especially 

those who may not be strong in academics and sports.  It builds confidence in kids,ó replied Dale. 

In his new role as Associate Superintendent, Dale will bring his strong interpersonal skills to liaison with alternative 

program societies and school councils, Hutterite colony members, the LGM community, First Nations communities and the Palliserõs 

Board.  òMy goal is to assist all parties understand the unique nature of an alternative program in a public education system. Central to my 

role with the Christian alternative programs that joined Palliser in recent years will be continuing the dialogue with societ ies to assist them  

in understanding their new role under the public school structure, while providing input to the Palliser senior administratio n team and the 

Board in addressing the needs of parents who choose to send their children to an alternative school,ó concluded Dale. òAlong wit h that, 

strengthening relationships with other specific communities, such as the Low German Mennonites, colonies and First Nations, will be a 

key role of this new position.ó  Dale indicated he is òlooking forward to assuming his new role in August.ó 

The Board of Trustees is the elected body governing Palliser Regional Schools. This group of dedicated individuals is very clear about their 

role. òWe are here to do what is best for the kids that are entrusted to us,ó states Don Zech, Board Chair. As elected officials, trustees 

welcome the opportunity to dialogue with their communities, whether it be at community events, school activities, Board meeti ngs or on 

the telephone. If you are unsure which trustee represents your area, please call the Palliser office at (403) 328-4111 (1-877-667-1234). 
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MEET THE TRUSTEES  

A NEW FACE AT PALLISER  

COMING IN MAY . . . 

Students in six Palliser schools are benefiting from a 

new band program being offered by itinerant 

teacher Tanya Conrad. 

Jodi Gurr and Jolaine Kunz 

share their experiences with 

establishing a Character 

Education program at Dorothy 

Dalgliesh School and their 

recent presentation at the 

provincial AISI Conference. 

Don Zech 

Board Chair 

Ward 1, 

Subdivision 3 

(403) 824-3624 

Colleen Deitz 

Vice Chair 

Ward 2, 

Subdivision 1 

(403) 599-2306 

Jean Mrak 

Trustee 

Ward 1, 

Subdivision 2 

(403) 345-2215 

Robert Strauss 

Trustee 

Ward 2, 

Subdivision 2 

(403) 485-2420 

Joe Watson 

Trustee 

Ward 1, 

Subdivision 4 

(403) 732-4858 

Esther Willms 

Trustee 

Ward 1, 

Subdivision 1 

(403) 345-4093 

BREAKFAST OF CHAMPIONS!  
Having their school name drawn at the school opening celebration in 

August earned the staff at Champion School a hot breakfast served by the 

Central Office administration team. Arriving at the school at 7:30 a.m. to 

finish preparations, the Central Office staff was greeted by a welcoming sign. 

The staff arrived for 8:00 a.m. sharp to 

enjoy breakfast and the company of 

their school and Central Office 

colleagues.  

Picture below are Wayne Bennett, 

School Principal, accepting Tim 

Hortonõs coffee treats from the kitchen 

staff, including Barbara Gammon, 

Associate Superintendent (Learning 

Services); Kevin Gietz, Superintendent 

of Schools; Mary Ann Sorge, Executive 

Assistant; and Marian Biggins, Director 

of Student Services (Dan Ryder, District 

Principal, on camera.) 

Four schools were selected to receive 

a staff breakfast this school year, 

inc lud ing Champion,  Vu l can 

Prairieview Elementary, Picture Butte 


