
Lǘ ƛǎ ŦƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ tǳƭǎŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tŀƭƭƛǎŜǊ 
team supporting teachers and students. As students return to school in September, Palliser hopes to have the 
opportunity to host a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for students to interact with astronauts aboard the 
International Space Station (ISS). Dr. Robert Thirsk, a Canadian astronaut, is heading to the ISS in May. When 
contacted by the Canadian Space Agency (CSA) regarding the possibility of an Alberta school system 
participating in a downlink with the ISS, Alberta Education was quick to acknowledge the work of the Palliser 
Technology Team in providing digital classrooms, and in particular, previous interactions with the CSA. 
Marilyn Steinberg, Head of the Space Learning Program at the Canadian Space Agency, recently visited Vulcan 
and County Central High School to review the suitability of the facility to participate in this downlink 
endeavour.  During her visit, she was able  to meet with key stakeholders, including parents, community 
members and students, to discuss the potential impact of this opportunity on Palliser students. Palliser will 
be advised by mid-March whether CSA is prepared to move ahead with the downlink at CCHS, and we are 
hopeful that Palliser students will benefit from this initiative. 
 
Our Palliser trustees support innovative projects teachers are keen to initiate that will engage learners and 
deepen their learning in key areas.  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ tǳƭǎŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜƛƎƘǘŜƴǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ 

interest in writing through technology. 
 
February 25 was a day for all of us to think deeply about the 
impact of bullying on our mental health.  Our school 
administrators wore pink to symbolize a stand against 
bullying.  Leadership in this area has a great impact on 
Palliser students as they learn about responsibility, integrity 
and citizenship in a safe and caring environment. 
 
  Kevin Gietz 
  Superintendent of Schools 
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Cindy and her Grade 2 class are 
grateful for Innovative Project 
Funding from the Palliser Board 
of Trustees to support this 
project. For the past few years, 
the Board  has offered the 
opportunity for teachers to 
develop proposals and 
demonstrate how Innovative 
Project Funding of a project 
will make a positive difference 
to student learning, which is 
the first priority for the Palliser 
Board of trustees and staff. 

For more information about 
ά/ƻƳƛŎ aŀƎƛǉΣέ contact Cindy 
Backstrom ŀǘ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ 
Academy and College.  

Cindy Backstrom, a Grade 2 
ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ŀǘ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅ 
and College, has found a new 
way to take advantage of her 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ 
comic strips, and to foster 
more imaginative creative 
writing.   Using an Innovate 
Project Grants offered through 
ǘƘŜ tŀƭƭƛǎŜǊ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ 
fund, Cindy, who is also a 
ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ 
technology team, was able to 
ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ άComic 
MagiqΣέ ŀ ǎƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
that invites students to 
compose their own comic strips 
for a variety of contexts.  
ά/ƻƳƛŎ aŀƎƛǉέ focuses on the 
key elements of comic strips by 
allowing students to choose 
backgrounds, characters, and 
props, as well as to compose 
related dialogueτall of which 

Grade 2 students find highly 
motivating! 

According to Cindy, άΩ/ƻƳƛŎ 
aŀƎƛǉΩ helps students build 
fractured fairy tales in a comic 
book format.  The students can 
easily personalize their stories 
by adding speech balloons and 
ŎƻƳƛŎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎΦέ LƴŦǳǎƛƴƎ 
technology into story writing 
has fostered a fertile ground 
for these young imaginations! 
ά¢ƘŜ ǎƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŜƛƎƘǘŜƴǎ 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣέ 
ŀŘŘŜŘ /ƛƴŘȅΣ άōȅ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ 
students tell their stories 
through pictures.  This software 
program deepens the writing 
process by connecting graphics 
to text. In fact, the software is 
so popular with the students 
and teachers that the Grade 5 
students have also used it in 
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ά¢ƘŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ǘŜŀƳ ƘŜƭŘ ƛǘǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘ ƛƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƎŀƛƴŜŘ ŎƭŀǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 
defined roles for site-ōŀǎŜŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƻǳǊ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ 
ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ tŀƭƭƛǎŜǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ DƻǊŘ {ƳƛǘƘΣ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 
¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅΦ  IŜ ŀŘŘŜŘΣ άhǳǊ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ǘŜŀƳ ƛǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƴŜǿΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƛƴ /ŀƭƎŀǊȅΦέ  tŀƭƭƛǎŜǊΩǎ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ǘŜŀƳ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ DƻǊŘ {ƳƛǘƘ ό5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ L¢ύ  
Mike Auger (Systems Analyst), Paul Maryancik Simon Sorensen and Matt Peat (Level III 
Technicians); Todd Diakow and Rocky Wilson (Technology Integration Specialists); Jackie 
Austin (SIS/IT Clerk); and Bev Sanders (IT Secretary).  

Technology Integration Specialists work with teachers as they develop their technology skills to bring technology to their classrooms. 
άhǳǊ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ƻǳǊ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ DƻǊŘ.  The 
number one priority this year is the evergreening of all of our technology.  Palliser is implementing wireless technologies that include 
ƭŀǇǘƻǇǎΣ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ǎǿƛǘŎƘŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŦƛǾŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦέ 

άLΩƳ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ōƻǘƘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅΣέ ōŜŀƳŜŘ DƻǊŘΦ  !ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘΣ tŀƭƭƛǎŜǊ wŜƎional 
Schools was selected by Alberta Education for consideration to link up with the International Space Station, in partnership with the 
/ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ {ǇŀŎŜ !ƎŜƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ b!{!Φ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΦέ  Lƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нллфΣ мс ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ tŀƭƭƛǎŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ be 
ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ !ǎǘǊƻƴŀǳǘΣ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ .ƻō ¢ƘƛǊǎƪΣ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƻŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ǇŀŎŜ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ   ά¢Ƙƛs is an 
ƛŘŜŀƭ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛƴǘƻ tŀƭƭƛǎŜǊ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ DƻǊŘΦ  ά²ŜΩǊŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǘǊŀǾelling out of 
this world to learn about space. Creating blogs and videoconferencing are just a couple examples of how our teachers are doing an 
ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ Ƨƻō ƻŦ ƎƻƛƴƎ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ  ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀǳǘƘŜƴǘƛŎ ŦƻǊ tŀƭƭƛǎŜǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦέ 

άLΩƳ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ tŀƭƭƛǎŜǊ ƛǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣέ ǎŀƛŘ {ƳƛǘƘΣ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘed on rapidly 
changing teaching and learning practices.  In September there will hopefully be 16 Palliser students who can respond to the question, , 

Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƛŘ  ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƻŘŀȅΚΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΣ άL ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ !ǎǘǊƻƴŀǳǘ 
ŀōƻŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ǇŀŎŜ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴΦέ {ƳƛǘƘ ŎǊŜŘƛǘŜŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ tŀƭƭƛǎŜǊΩǎ 
technology team for playing a significant role in making this opportunity available to 
students in Palliser. By mid-March, Palliser will be advised regarding whether the Canadian 
Space Agency is prepared to go ahead with the downlink in September. 

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ tŀƭƭƛǎŜǊΩǎ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ¢ŜŀƳ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ 
changes learning for Palliser students, contact Gord Smith, Director of IT. 

high-school protest to wear pink in 
sympathy with a Grade 9 boy who 
ǿŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ōǳƭƭƛŜŘΧ ό¢ƘŜȅύ ǘƻƻƪ ŀ 
stand against bullying when they 
protested against the harassment of 
a new Grade 9 student by 
distributing pink T-shirts to all the 
boys in their school. 

ΨL ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǿƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƳŜ 
up with an idea, run with it, and it 
Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǿƻƴŘŜǊǎΣΩ ǎŀȅǎ aǊΦ tǊƛŎŜΣ мтΣ 
who organized the pink protest. 
ΨCƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǎǘƻƻŘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
ǿŜŀƪŜǊ ƪƛŘΦΩ 

So Mr. Shepherd and some others 
headed off to a discount store and 
bought 50 pink tank tops. They sent 
out message to schoolmates that 

On February 25, 
P a l l i s e r 
administrators 
ǿŜǊŜ άǇǊŜǘǘȅ ƛƴ 
Ǉƛƴƪέ ǘƻ 
demonstrate the 
importance of 
standing up to 
bullies and the 
role that schools 

play in keeping children safe.  

Pink Shirt Day originated with two high 
school students in Nova Scotia. The 
following is a portion of an article from 
the Globe & Mail which provides the 
background: 

ά5ŀǾƛŘ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘΣ ¢ǊŀǾƛǎ tǊƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
their teenage friends organized a 

night, and the next morning they 
hauled the shirts to school in a plastic 
bag. 

As they stood in the foyer handing 
out the shirts, the bullied boy walked 
ƛƴΦ Iƛǎ ŦŀŎŜ ǎǇƻƪŜ ǾƻƭǳƳŜǎΦ ΨLǘ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ 
like a huge weight was lifted off his 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊǎΣΩ aǊΦ tǊƛŎŜ ǊŜŎŀƭƭŜŘΦ 

The bullies were never heard from 
ŀƎŀƛƴΦέ 

Every individual can make a difference in 
the life of a child who is being bullied. If you 
or someone you know who attends a 
Palliser school is involved in a bullying 
situation, contact the school principal for 
information on supports available. 
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BULLIES ñSTAND DOWN  

TECHNOLOGY TEAM BRINGS  

OUT -OF-THIS WORLD EXPERIENCES  

TO PALLISER STUDENTS  

COMING IN APRIL . . . 

Palliser hopes to receive 

confirmation from the Canadian 

Space Agency regarding a 

downlink opportunity with the 

International Space Station in 

September. 

Who are the  trustees serving 

Palliser Regional Schools? Look for 

information on each of the trustees 

and the areas they represent. 

mailto:gord.smith@pallisersd.ab.ca

