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TOAST: To Palliser Regional Schools, the
committee for bus safety and the team who
came up with the Think of Us on the Bus
ads that have been published in The Herald
recently. Each one has a different story of
an almost-tragic situation and each serves
as an excellent reminder to drivers to be
aware of the rules about stopped school
buses!
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GOOD NEWS

Brave beginning for Little Warriors' Be Brave Ranch for
children victimized by sexual abuse

BY JENNA MCMURRAY,CALGARY SUN
FIRST POSTED: TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2013 06:29 PM MDT | UPDATED: TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2013 06:39 PM MDT

(L-R) Glori Meldrum, founder and chair of Little Warriors, supporters Theoren Fleury and Alison Lee pose Tuesday
September 17, 2013 in Calgary, Ab during the kick off to the new campaign for Little Warriors Be Brave Ranch. Little
Warriors is a national charitable organization that educates adults about how to help, prevent, and react responsibly to
child sexual abuse. Jim Wells/Calgary Sun/QMI Agency

Albertans have big dreams for the littlest of warriors.

The dedication and generosity of Albertans will be recognized in a new campaign to support children who have suffered
from sexual abuse.

On Tuesday, Little Warriors launched its Everyday Albertans campaign, aimed at raising the money needed to establish
the Be Brave Ranch.

The campaign will highlight stories and accomplishments of everyday Albertans who support the organization through
everything from lemonade stands to art sales.

In the last 16 months, $2.6 million has been raised to help purchase a site that will be transformed into the country’s first
long-term treatment centre for children that have been sexually abused, said Little Warriors founder and chairwoman
Glori Meldrum.

Another $2 million is required to buy a spot the organization has its eye on just outside Edmonton.
“We’re going to get this facility built for these kids,” said Meldrum, a victim of sex abuse herself.

Once the site is purchased, it will need to be renovated and then the organization will shift its efforts to raising the money
needed to run it.

When it’s fully operational, it will be able to help 600 kids annually, using a custom-designed, one-year treatment
program, said Meldrum.

It will change how kids who have been abused can heal, as one-on-one counselling is one of the only options currently
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available, she added.

Former NHL star Theo Fleury, who went public in 2009 with his story of being sexually abused by former junior hockey
coach Graham James, was on hand for the launch Tuesday.

“This place, the Be Brave Ranch, is so, so needed ... what a great place to start,” he said, applauding how supportive
Albertans are.

“You are going to change the life of a very young, innocent person who has had something taken away from them that
wasn’t their fault.”

Alison Lee, a 15-year-old sex abuse survivor from Coaldale, was also on hand to explain how the ranch will make a huge
difference for young victims.

Leading up to Christmas last year, Lee sold sponsorship of Christmas lights in support of Little Warriors and strung the
lights up on a tree to represent victims of abuse.

She raised $9,100 for the organization.

This year, she’s hoping to raise $100,000.

“I want to go big or go home,” she said.

“We are going to get this ranch built ... we won’t give up.”

For information on Lee’s project, email shedlightfundraiser@gmail.com
For information about Little Warriors, visit littlewarriors.ca
jenna.mcmurray@sunmedia.ca

On Twitter: @SunJMac
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